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WHAT PRICE VOCABULARY FREQUENCIES? 
WILLIAM PRICE 


THERE has just appeared “German Frequency Word Book” 
compiled Professor Morgan from the material Kaeding’s 
Häufigkeitswörterbuch der deutschen Sprache (Steglitz bei Berlin, 
1898). The “German Frequency Word volume the 
Publications the American and Canadian Committees Modern 
Languages, and published the Macmiilan Company. 
contains 2402 words the order their frequency count 
nearly eleven million running words taken from sources ranging 
from magazines and newspapers through legal, theological, medical, 
historical, commercial, military and parliamentary writings. Since 
Kaeding’s work advertised the collaborative result com- 
mittee stenographers, evident that the choice material 
for the word-count was influenced the need and demands 
stenographic education Germany. The source material 
such wide range that assumed, probably rightly, that the 
words frequency 200 constitute the basic words the 
language for general reading purposes. these basic words there 
are 2402, ranging frequency from No. der, 120,000 times, 
No. 2402, Schwelle, 200 times. This list followed alpha- 
betic list containing all derivatives the basic words having 
frequency 100, the whole totaling about 6,000 words. 

Similar studies have been made for French and Spanish, though 
the range sources and the amount material are much less for 
these languages than for the German word-count. 

Certain questions immediately present themselves the high 
school teacher these languages. what use such word-count 
the teaching elementary French, German Spanish? What 
effect will have upon the aims, methods and the content the 
courses high school and college? 

Professor Morgan, his Preface the German Frequency Word 
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Book, makes the following significant statements: (1) the list 
essentially ‘reading list’; (2) for ‘adults’; (3) must neces- 
sarily quite different make-up from any list that might taken 
from the beginning grammars used our schools from the stand- 
ard school classics; (4) must supplemented words common 
use and frequency relations should disregarded classes where 
the foreign language copiously used; but (5) should lead grad- 
ually re-shaping the reading matter contained our ele- 
mentary texts. 

seems that the issue clear-cut: either these frequency 
studies will have appreciable effect the aim, content and 
method the high school courses modern foreign languages, or, 
the other hand, they will lead gradually re-shaping the 
aim, content and method these courses. This re-shaping (to use 
Professor Morgan’s term) can follow but one road: reading ‘aim,’ 
reading ‘method,’ reading ‘content’ made material ranging 
from ‘magazines and newspapers through legal, theological, medi- 
cal, historical, commercial, military and parliamentary writings’, 
either (a) selected from existing material and adapted school 
purposes the basis the word frequencies, (b) made 
specifically the author-teacher the same basis. 

There already evidence that ‘made texts’ will used: texts 
dealing with the history, geography, political organization, achieve- 
ments business, the sciences, arts, etc., are already the market, 
under high-sounding titles like French 
“Spanish Civilization,” etc. some cities syllabus 
so-called ‘cultural’ material being used. Pupils must able 
identify the great men the nation, and tell for what such and such 
author investigator famous; whether ‘bouillabaisse’ 

Fifteen years ago published German Reader which called 
(hopefully, from point view; perhaps rather pompously from 
some other point view), selected material 
from existing German literary sources, adapted purpose, 
added material own composition wherever there was break 
the narrative, producing, ten chapters, life history two 
German boys almost from the cradle the grave. After each 
chapter there Intermezzo” consisting poems, 
quotations, etc., more less closely connected thought with 
the content the chapter. There are between five and six 
thousand words common use this German Reader. They are 


che 
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the words that felt the need know, reading, speaking and 
understanding German for rather limited purposes. have 
found rather interesting make comparison the words used 
the Reformlesebuch with the list 2,402 basic words Professor 
Morgan’s German Frequency Word Book; and think that will 
interest the general reader and more particularly the teacher 
German, know the degree correspondence between the two 
lists. the first thousand words (disregarding few that are the 
same both German and English), have 90.6 per cent. Morgan’s 
list Reformlesebuch; the next five hundred words have 
73.8 per cent.; the next five hundred, have 66.4 per cent.; 
the last 402, have 53.2 per cent. the total list (2,402) (disre- 
garding those alike German and English), have 75.8 per cent. 
The use derivatives the alphabetic list the German Fre- 
quency Word brings the total number words (with given 
frequency least 100) thousand. This exactly paral- 
lelled list. Two points should remembered this com- 
parison: (1) the first thousand words Morgan’s list, with very few 
exceptions, constitute real norm frequency, whether for reading 
purposes for purposes speaking and understanding German. 
This norm grows less and less reliable for any but reading purposes 
with each additional five hundred words; (2) safe say that 
Morgan’s list least per cent. valid for all purposes reading, 
speaking, writing and understanding German. with the 
per cent. that teachers will fight, least for high school instruction, 
even (which unlikely present, not for all times) they should 
adopt the exclusive ‘reading aim’ instruction. The reader may 
note the following examples: 

From the first thousand words Morgan’s list: wirken, weisen, 
lösen, Artrag, Abgeordneter, Stab, Truppe, walten, fügen, Schranke, 
entwerfen, verwenden, Einkommen, Rücksicht, Aktie, Anlaß, 
gebieten, erwähnen, Anspruch, überein, gewähren, lediglich, 
Geschütz, Vorlage, unmittelbar, Bezirk, Ehe, Maßstab, beitragen, 
Bote, begehren, untersuchen, erzeugen, gestatten, Leib, lagern, 
entzünden, verfassen, Ursprung, Termin, Verfassung, haften, 
Maßregel, Spannung, Posten. 

From words 1001 1500: Geschick, Kurs, Schwefel, verfügen, 
Umfang, offenbar, entbehren, nachweisen, schwingen, rüsten, 
ungeheuer, Anwalt, zustimmen, stiften, Platte, bestätigen, Hin- 
sicht, zweckmäßig, maßgebend, bekennen, erörtern, gebühren, 
rechfertigen, prägen, erobern, Befugnis, Ausschuß, Etat, wahr- 
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nehmen, beschaffen, einwenden, vermitteln, willkürlich, Kalk, 
Hülle, weigern, weihen, Schicht, schaffen (to take), gleichmäßig, 
Fleck, barmherzig, büßen, Prämie, Mannschaft, Vorrat, Pfand, 
Chlor. 

Some these words are exceedingly good words know; but 
question, first, elementary course, with limited vocab- 
ulary (since vocabularly only one the things that must 
mastered) and second, ‘general reading’ frequencies compared 
(a) with reading stories, poems,—imaginative writing, 
short, and (b) with environmental frequencies (words dealing with 
the daily home and school life the pupils) necessary for speaking 
and understanding simple German. Especially the last thousand 
Morgan’s list made per cent. unusual technical 
words and words special application business, science 
sociology. What ‘general’ student German, especially high 
school grades, needs know: Chlor, Konsum, Terminhandel, 
Hülse, Konto, Sauerstoff, Kolben, Typus, Natron, Taktik, Ziegel, 
Kali, konstatieren, tilgen, Kontrahent, Regreß, Bürgschaft, Besat- 
zung, Schanze, Kommittent, Fusel, Referent, Doge, Kohlensäure, 
Berichterstatter, Posse? 

have made the comparison this list with that Reform- 
lesebuch order call attention the fact that list 
personal one. Although seems Kaeding’s book was published 
1898, had never even heard it. merely took the words 
that felt that wanted know and that had use for. did not 
take all the words that wanted: the material used did not 
permit that. seem, for example, have omitted the word 
“Wurst” (although have Sauerkraut!); and there are, perhaps, 
hundred words Morgan’s list that would try work into 
text, should ever called upon revise it. The other words 
Morgan’s list not mine should most certainly reject. 
not sufficient that over per cent. the first thousand words are 
alike, whether chosen personal preference, intuition good 
judgment whether arrived the most laborious (and 
utterly repugnant and impossible) task actual count terms 
frequency? What task! count ten eleven million running 
words, and note that ‘der’ occurs one hundred and twenty 
thousand times! Truly, nobody but German could that. 
And what does all prove? Seventy-five per cent. Morgan’s 
list would have been chosen most anyone familiar with German, 
teaching German, speaking and reading German; and the other 
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twenty-five per cent. will bone contention, with the proba- 
bilities their rejection the majority teachers German 
and the certainty the rejection fifteen twenty per cent. 
this per cent. group words. 

made the same type list Spanish words during vacation 
six weeks Porto Rico the summer 1918. That list shall, 
some day, check against the Spanish word-count published 
the Modern Language Study. cursory examination leads 
expect the same result for the two German lists. 

The high school teacher German may pardoned for ques- 
tioning whether the advocates return ‘reading aim’ (more 
definitely defined ‘general’ reading knowledge such one has 
one’s native language) really know much (a) about teaching, the 
necessity and amount drill, and (b) about the high schools and 
high school pupils—their interests and their abilities and capacity 
for work. Personally know that Reformlesebuch met with 
comparatively little success because its large vocabulary. still 
remember the howl that went from some teachers German 
the thought teaching high school pupils five thousand words. 
That why later book (Betz and Price: First German Book) 
contains only about thousand words. had selected pupils, 
had small classes, had superior teachers, our pupils 
had the motivation that European pupils have, if, if, libitum, 
then, course, could accomplish wonders. But, the French- 
man says, with ‘if’ one could put Paris bottle. 

get anything stick the minds high school pupils 
must drilled over and over again, now this form, now that; 
must heard, must spoken, must seen, must written; 
and worked over and over again and again; and even then half 
forgotten from class class and from year year. Will 
back the dictionary-thumbing decades ago, and expect 
that pupils will know the meaning words that they have seen 
looked the vocabulary? And there anyone simple 
think that pupils who are not particularly interested poetry 
and prose imaginative authors: lovely simple lyrics and beautiful 
stories and enthralling Märchen, will interested dry facts 
history, geography, political economy, culinary ingredients 
bouillabaisse and Apfelstrudel, involving recognitional knowledge 
five six thousand words? Well, they do, all can say 
quote the German ending some fairy tales: glaubt, 
bekommt einen Taler.” 


GERSTACKERS “FUSZPARTIE” NACH ST. LOUIS 
WEIHNACHTEN, 1839 


GEORGE O’DONNELL 


Immer wieder stößt der fleißige Leser auf Stellen den Werken 
des Weitgereisten,” die dessen große Liebe den Seinen, und die 
ungewöhnlich tiefe Bedeutung des Christfestes für die Familie 
Gerstäcker, bezeugen. Unter den Erfahrungen solcher Art war 
eine der früheren ganz charakteristisch, und gab zugleich viel 
vom innersten Wesen des jungen Weltreisenden an, daß sie einer 
Erzählung gewiß wert ist. 

Trotzdem der Dreiundzwanzige endlich ange- 
kommen war, traf auch dort den erwarteten die 
sogenannten nicht. Die, sagte man ihm, fingen 
erst westlich vom an. diese nun unter jeder 
Bedingung sehen mußte und seine Kasse mit jedem Tage bedeutend 
schwächer wurde, beschloß sogleich dorthin reisen; nur 
bat zuerst die dortigen Freunde, die für ihn ankommenden Briefe 
sogleich nach St. Louis befördern; denn seiner nicht gerade 
geringen Verlegenheit blieb das ihm von seinem einstigen Neu 
Yorker geschuldete und fest versprochene Geld nun jetzt 
lange aus—ein Umstand, der auch dazu beitrug, ihn aus Cincinnati 
eben diesem Augenblick fortzutreiben. 

war der sechste Tag Dezember, als die Stadt verließ 
und zwar Fuß. Seine Tracht glich mehr der eines deutschen 
Jägers als der eines amerikanischen Bei sich 
trug auch nur das, was sich ganz bequem mitbringen ließ: Flinte, 
Jagdtasche, eine kleine Schnapsflasche, Jagdmesser, eine wollene 
Decke—und herzlich wenig der geläufigen Landesmünze. 
Sonstigem, fast nichts. Für Nahrung baute auf das Wild, das 
erlegen und dann verkaufen hoffte: denn auch der 
Halbwildnis dieser Gegenden hatte dieser Zeit eine Hirschkeule, 
oder eine Wolfspelz, einen nicht unerheblichen Wert. 

Als Rahmen dieser Skizze ist meine Rede über Gerstäckers amerikanische 
Erlebnisse—1839-1843, den PMLA für Dezember 1927 lesen; das hier 
Gebotene ist gleichfalls aus dem Material meiner jetzigen Arbeit über 


“Friedrich Gerstäcker: Life, Letters, Works entnomnen.” Das hier Angeführte 
stammt aus seinem für diese Epoche, oder seinen ‘‘Streif- und 


Jagdzügen.” 
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Entweder fand das Wetter immer naß, oder das Thermometer 
unter dem Gefrierpunkt: die Straßen und Pfade lagen tief 
Schlamm und oft unter Wasser, oder waren gefrorenem Zustande 
rauh und uneben—beides recht dazugeignet, die Dauerhaftigkeit 
seiner hohen deutschen Wasserstiefel auf eine harte Probe 
stellen. Angeschwollene, brückenlose Ströme mußten mit Gefahr 
durchwatet werden. Für das teuere Essen den dichter bevöl- 
kerten Ansiedelungen reichte sein Geld kaum jemals aus; mußte 
sich auf das Wild Wege beschränken. Gewöhnlich streckte 
sich nachts, seine eigene wollene Decke eingerollt, vor das Herd- 
feuer eines entlegen wohnenden, einsamen Ansiedlers. Oft aber 
fand keinen solchen vor: dann pflegte draußen einem 
regendurchnäßten oder gefrorenen Walde liegen bleiben, zwischen 
irgendeinem gefällten Baumstamm und seinem Feuer hingestreckt. 
Den richtigen Weg wußte ihm keiner anzugeben: ging nur auf 
gut Glück—und westwärts! 

Mühevoll, eintönig, einsam streckte sich ein langer Weg vor 
ihm hin. Und hier stieß auf mehrere sehr unangenehme, sogar 
gefahrvolle Vorfälle, von denen hier mehrere angeführt seien: 

war gegen Abend zehnten Dezember, als vor sich 
einen etwas wackelig daherschreitenden sah, der mit 
Flinte und Kugeltasche den hiigeligen Weg herunterkam. Bei 
diesem ihn etwas verblüffenden Begegnen glaubte sich genötigt, 
alles sich von dem ziemlich stark Betrunkenen betasten und 
befühlen lassen dieser auch dem kleinen Schnaps- 
fläschehen ein ganz besonderes Interesse Kaum aber 
hatte Gerstäcker dies gerettet, als noch einen Versuch des 
Unhöflichen vereiteln mußte, ihm die Flinte abzunehmen. Jetzt 
wurde Gerstäcker die Sache arg: wandte dem Betrunkenen 
den Rücken und, trotz dessen lauten Geschrei, und eines von 
ihm endlich laut gerufenen verfolgte gemächlich, aber 
entschlossen, seine ihm plöztlich eine Kugel dicht 
Ohre vorbeisauste. Nun beschloß dem Ding ein Ende 
machen: rasch sich umwendend, stiirzte sich auf den Angreifer 
und ließ nicht eher los, bis nur noch ein handlanges Stück vom 
Ladestock der Hand hielt. Den Gegner ließ Schlamme 
liegen. 

Zum Teile beruhigt rückte dann, schnell nur ging, weiter 
tief den Schmutz einsinkend, bald ausrutschend und alle 
Regengüße und amerikanische Straßen vermaledeiend.” Noch 
eine Meile und befand sich plötzlich mitten dem kleinen Fleck- 
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chen trotz seiner Knappheit Geld, fühlte, 
daß übernachten müßte. Den nächsten Morgen mußte auch 
dort einen neuen Ladestock teuer bezahlen. Zur Erinnerung 
dieses Örtchen stand Abend seinem Tagebuch geschrieben: 
lieber Gott, welche Ironie, ein solches Nest Versailles 
nennen; doch ist eine Angewohnheit der Amerikaner, allen ihren 
kleinen neu angelegten Ansiedelungen hochtrabende Namen 
geben. Schon Staate New York war ich durch Syracus, Baby- 
lon, Rom, Venedig, Alexandria, London und Paris gekommen, 
lauter kleine Flecken, aus nur sieben bis acht Häusern 

Abend des dreizehnten nahte sich bei einbrechender 
Dunkelheit dem Städtchen die Prärien an- 
fangen. Der Weg verlor sich eine Wasserfliche, die spiegel- 
glatt vor mir lag, und unméglich wiirde nach einbrechender 
Dunkelheit fiir mich gewesen sein, die Bahn hindurch finden, 
hätten mir nicht die Lichter von Vincennes die Richtung angege- 
ben. aber schritt ich, oft bis über die Kniee Wasser watend, 
dem Lichtschimmer entgegen und erreichte ungefihr sieben 
Uhr das Städtchen, das sich ebenfalls keiner großen Trockenheit 
rühmen 

“Es war Nacht, rabenschwarze Nacht, als ich mich den von 
kleinen Laternen beleuchteten Gassen nach einem Nachtquartier 
umschaute. Ein paar einsame standen Wege und 
schienen mich, als ich dicht bei ihnen vorüberging, sehr wehmütig 
betrachten. ‘Seid mir gegrüßt, ihr Herren!’ rief ich ihnen mit 
Mephistopheles zu, und beide beantworteten meinen Gruß mit 
einem gemeinschaftlichen Brüllen. geringer Entfernung von 
ihnen fand ich endlich ein Haus, wie ich suchte. 

Morgen trieb ihn wieder seine immerwährende Knappheit 
Geld früh fort, trotzdem das Wetter alles andere als einladend 
aussah. Flusse angelangt begegnete zwei Reitern, die eben 
zurückkamen: das Wasser jenseits des Flusses sei die letzten Tage 
weit ins Land gedrungen, daß sich dort ein breiter Sumpf jetzt 
erstrecke und Eis dick darauf liege, daß die Brust der Pferde 
wundgeschnitten und sie gezwungen habe umzukehren: 
Augenblick stand ich unschlüssig über das, was ich tun sollte, doch 
ist die Not eine gute Ratgeberin. sich darauf über- 
setzen; bis zum Mittag ging auf und ab, dem Versuch eine nur 
halbwegs seichte Furt finden—aber vergebens: Aus Sparsamkeit 
hatte ich dabei die letzten vierundzwanzig Stunden entsetzlich wenig 
mir genommen, immer hoffend, etwas Schießbares Weg 
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finden; sollte sich indes ganzen vorigen Tag nichts zeigen, und 
das teuere Gasthausessen konnte ich nicht bezahlen. Mit leerem 
Magen marschierte sich’s verwünscht schlecht kaltem Wasser. 

die nächsten Häuser, die ich dem flachen Land deutlich 
vor mir sehen konnte, lagen etwa eine Stunde entfernt auf höherem 
Boden. ... (Also) watete ich frisch das kalte Wasser hinein. 

“Im Anfang ging mir das Wasser nicht ganz bis die Knie, 
und die Wasserstiefel hielten mich trocken, aber bald stieg höher 
und höher. Ich war gezwungen, meine Jagdtasche auf die Schultern 
schnallen, und watete nun bis den Gürtel, oft bis unter die 
Arme dem kalten Elemente, wobei ich erst noch mit dem Gewehr- 
kolben die vor mir liegende, zwar dünne, aber scharfe Eisrinde zer- 
brechen mußte, mir einen Weg bahnen. Vier Stunden kos- 
tete mich, die zwei englischen Meilen zurückzulegen, und nur die 
Überzeugung, daß ich das Eis entweder durchbrechen oder 
kalten Wasser umkommen müsse, gab mir hinreichende Kraft, 
mein Ziel erreichen. 

“Endlich gewann ich mit Gottes Hilfe eine Fenz und mit ihr die 
Grenze des Wassers. Ich wollte hinübersteigen, war aber nicht 
mehr imstande, der unterste Teil meines Körpers fast erstarrt 
war. Mit den Händen mußte ich sie niederreißen, hindurch 
kommen, und erst eine volle Stunde nachher, als ich wär- 
menden Feuer der Farm aufgetaut war, gelang mir, mich wieder 

Erst vierundzwanzigsten Dezember nach Sonnenuntergang 
stand endlich östlichen Mississippiufer und blinzelte nach den 
Lichtern von St. Louis hin: ich hörte meinem Schrecken, 
der Strom gehe stark mit Eis und sei wahrsten Sinne des 
Wortes damit bedeckt, daß Unmöglichkeiten gehöre, hin- 
überzukommen. ging ich früh Bett. 

“In der Nacht weckte mich ein neu ankommender Schlaf- 
kamerad, der sich gerade auf mich warf. Ich hätte nun zwar 
Platz genug gehabt, aber der unruhige Fremde wälzte sich und 
drängte mich so, daß, wenn ich mich nicht die ganze Nacht ärgern 
wollte, ich mir auf die eine oder die andere Art Ruhe verschaffen 
mußte. Ich zog mich also wie ein Igel zusammen, preßte meine 
Schulter gegen seine Seite, meine Füße gegen die Wand, und mich 
mit einem plötzlichen Ruck ausstreckend, sandte ich den Unruhigen 
mit Keilkraft auf die Dielen. 

“Die Sache war schnell gekommen, als daß sich hätte 
besinnen können, und noch halb Schlaf wollte wieder ins Bett 
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zurückklettern; ich erklärte ihm aber kaltblütig, unter welchen 
Bedingungen ich ihn nur wieder hereinlassen wollte, und ver- 
sprach alles, was ich forderte, denn die Nacht war ihm doch ein 
wenig kühl, sie seiner leichten Kleidung und außerhalb der 
Decken zuzubringen. verhielt sich auch nachher ganz ruhig. 

“Am nächsten Morgen stand ich sehr früh auf und hörte, daß 
ein kleiner Kahn die Überfahrt versuchen wolle. neun Uhr 
saß ich darinnen und führte eins der Ruder. Wir waren sechs Per- 
sonen dem kleinen Fahrzeuge, zwei jedem Ruder, einer, der 
vorn die Eisschollen etwas beiseite stieß, und ein Passagier, der vor 
Angst fast verging. 

“Mit unsäglicher Mühe gelang uns, die Mitte des Stromes 
erreichen, sich das Eis auf einer kleinen Insel festgesetzt hatte. 
Umfahren konnten wir die Stelle nicht, wir sonst weit unter- 
halb St. Louis gelandet wären, mußten also aussteigen, den Kahn 
über die Eisschollen wegziehen und ihn auf der anderen Seite 
wieder den Fluß lassen. Dort ging unsere Ruderarbeit von 
neuem los, und wir wurden mehrere Male zwischen ungeheure 
Schollen eingepreßt, daß ich alle Augenblicke unser kleines Boot 
zerdrückt sehen befürchtete. Nichtsdestoweniger überwanden 
wir alle Schwierigkeiten und erreichten, aber halbtot von Mühe 
und Anstrengung, zwölf Uhr mittags etwa das andere Ufer, 
unmittelbar unter St. Louis.” 

der Stadt erwartete Gerstäcker ganz sicher, mehrere Briefe 
und Geld aus Neu York vorzufinden, besonders, ihm das letztere 
von seinem einstigen dort festversprochen worden 
war. Aber “der gute Mann New York dachte wahrscheinlich, 
sei mich jetzt los, und hoffte vielleicht gar, was ich auch später 
bestätigt hörte, daß ich auf meinem wilden abenteuerlichen Zug 
irgendwo die Wölfe oder Fische füttern solle. Kurz: das 
Geld blieb aus. hoffte auf Arbeit. Aber dieser Zeit 
drängten sich Arbeiter schon Hunderten auch aus den Hinter- 
wäldern auf die Wintermonate die Stadt zurück, und war keine 
Arbeit mehr haben. Glücklicherweise traf ein paar frühere 
Schifiskameraden aus der und von diesen erhielt 
gütiger Weise einige Dollar angeboten; “und mit drei anderen 
Dollar, die ich für einiges Wild erhalten, hoffte ich schon wieder ein 

Noch eine ganze Woche aber blieb dem dortigen “grünen 
der Hoffnung, daß sein Geld doch noch Aber 
ich meine Rechnung Wirtshaus bezahlt hatte, 


‘ 


= 
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was mir Kapitalien nur noch einen sehr kleinen Rest ließ, schul- 
terte ich wieder meine Flinte, warf die Jagdtasche über den Rücken 
und wanderte getrosten Mutes zur Stadt hinaus gen 
Wohin? Man hatte mir gesagt, daß Arkansas das Paradies der 
Jager sei, und mein Ziel lag der Hunderte von Meilen entfernten 
Hauptstadt Little Rock zu. 

“Es war Sylvester-Abend und Mitternacht lange voriiber, ehe 
ich einzuschlafen vermochte. Keine freudigen Gefühle konnten 
freilich sein, mit denen ich das neue Jahr hineinschlummerte; 
aber die neue Morgensonne brachte auch neuen Mut und neues 
Vertrauen. 

Doch schlief nicht ganz trostlos dieser einsamen Nacht 
St. Louis hatte einen Brief die Seinen drüben fernen 
Deutschland auf die Post getragen: und darin richtete sie, als 
Beweis seines noch unerschütterten Mutes, seiner ihm noch hell 
leuchtenden Hoffnungen, folgendes Gedichtchen, aus dessen Unter- 
grund sich das einförmige Schaukeln der heiteren Mississippiwellen 
sanft und regelmäßig heraushören lässt: 

Auf des Mississippi Ufer 
Bin ich g’rad zum Christfest kommen, 


Und hat mich großes Wunder, 
Was ich sah, genommen. 


Denn der aller 

War gar sehr galant auf Ehre: 

Bracht’ doch zum heil’gen Christe 
Schollen Eis dem Meere. 


Und einem kleinen Nachen, 
Trotz der Schollen, Heben, Neigen, 
Schifft’ ich mich dort ein, St. Louis 
dem Tag noch erreichen. 


Glaubt ihr etwa nun, daß mir der 
Mississippi gar nichts spende? 
Ich bekam zum heil’gen Christe 
Große Blasen die Hände. 
spendete der selbst fast Trostlose den Seinen einen schönen 


Weihnachtstrost! 


SAGE 
Troy, 


DEFENSE THE SURVEY COURSE 
THEODORE HEWITT 


RATHER generally condemned mechanical, 
unwieldy and even gross the 
Survey has long been comparative stranger among its fellow 
courses the program German departments. 

The writer himself until three years ago inclined the side 
those who looked with disfavor upon what too often actually did 
create the mind the student only confused conception the 
thoughts some two hundred authors and vaguer conjecture 
many more known name only. This prejudice was born 
experience student outline courses English and French 
literature and was strong enough have prevented electing 
similar course German, had one the time been offered. Again 
frank self-analysis his former reaction survey courses the 
writer confesses certain disinclination attempt such 
project, first for fear inculcating the students state mind 
similar his own undergraduate experience, and secondly because 
doubts the economical advisability devoting the time 
and energy designing and arranging such course would 
appeal comparatively few students. other words, these 
difficult years restoring German instruction and building 
departments, would not more profitable make more pro- 
vision, perhaps the way extra sections, for some the ele- 
mentary classes? 

old truism that recent convert frequently becomes 
enthusiastic exponent his new faith. that may, 
the belief the writer that many German departments are unduly 
hesitant about offering one-year survey course, and very possibly 
because one all the above considerations. For the average 
college where the German registration between one hundred and 
two hundred students the survey has manifest advantages 
fourth year even third year course.! 

Very naturally departments with long-established traditions 
are loath introduce any new feature that would encroach upon 
the field existing courses, but practically all our institutions 


One leading institution reasonably liberal its prerequisite reading 


knowledge 
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the fetters prejudice against German studies are relaxing, and 
the tenth anniversary the Armistice might well find some depart- 
ments ready and eager readjust their programs, with the more 
advanced courses arranged articulate with survey 

perusal the catalogues score representative colleges 
discloses many outline courses English and French, but com- 
paratively few German departments, and upon examining the 
latter one finds fairly general agreement the content the 
German courses listed for the first three years study. After the 
third year preeminent course Goethe’s life and works, 
(occasionally alternating with similar one Schiller) two 
three dealing with the nineteenth century, one the epic, ballad 
and lyric poetry, and finally Middle High German, and the usual 
seminars philology. Now seems singular that many English 
and French departments offer quite regularly outline courses, 
indicating thereby their willingness undertake the task 
selecting and presenting the best their respective literatures, 
while their German colleagues fail realize such courses good 
opportunity aid the restoration German its former place 
prominence the curriculum. argue that French can 
read more rapidly and therefore larger assignments can covered 
impolitic. 

might interest note here the description and pre- 
requisites the outline courses some representative institutions.? 
Typical the one year course this: general survey from the 
earliest literature the present:—prerequisite three years 
German.” For the two year course the first year extends usually 
the Reformation, and the second year the death Goethe 
the present. has been mentioned, one two departments 
would seem favor admitting students after the intermediate 
course. 

some institutions new courses are introduced upon the 
request sufficient number students. Needless say, 
course thus inaugurated predestined greater success than 
should the urge come oben herab.” one college where 
the course started under these favorable auspices there was issued, 


one two institutions the survey course required those majoring 


German. 

Among the programs consulted, three four include outline courses 
where “the leading epochs German literature are studied through English 
translations” thus being open even “students who have knowledge 


German.” 
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the request some the prospective registrants, list books 
for summer reading. the first meeting the semester, special 
topics were assigned individual students and the announcement 
made that the course would conducted largely upon the co- 
operative plan whereby each student would take charge the 
class for that part the hour required for the presentation and 
discussion his paper. This plan once awakened added interest 
and made especial appeal the honor students. many 
the class were intending teach, this method was eminently 
satisfactory, furnishing did opportunity for mild form 
research and teaching well. 

the beginning this article mention was made the in- 
evitable difficulties and possible pitfalls. seems the 
consensus opinion among those charge survey courses that 
paramount importance guard against too long assignments 
and keep the closely approximating the subject-matter 
the day’s assignment the text reference book, method 
suggested Lessing’s words, Ich meine nicht vieles, sondern viel.” 
successful plan has been use basic text anthology, 
standard Literaturgeschichte, and such supplementary texts 
time permits and such would not duplicate the readings other 
courses which the students would likely elect the same the 
following year. typical recitation might comprise five minutes 
devoted simple German questions and answers the content 
the preceding lecture assignment the Literaturgeschichte, 
twenty minute lecture upon the author assignment for the 
day, and the remaining time given the reading, translation, 
discussion some the more noteworthy difficult passages 
the text. another day the recitation would begin with 
student’s presentation special topic followed general dis- 
cussion, and supplemented comment lecture the instructor. 

conclusion, the writer would only recall that viewed from 
the practical well the cultural standpoint, the survey course 
can and should made more important part the program 
study offered the German departments. May not also 
incideutally prove means effecting better understanding 
between English and German speaking peoples? 

German, the lectures for the first few weeks least should delivered 
sufficiently slowly that much the material could taken down practically 
verbatim. 


SOME THOUGHTS THE TEACHING THE DRAMA 


MARK WALDMAN 


STRANGE may seem, method any significance 
knowledge has thus far been proposed for the presentation the 
drama, one the most important branches language study. 
have searched vain for any methodical exposition this sub- 
ject. have visited classes high schools and colleges order 
secure light and guidance this uncultivated field. began 
with high-school class taught the head the department who, 
thought, surely ought know how present such matter 
his students. 

was sixth term class, studying William Tell and the method 
pursued was follows: one student read and translated pas- 
sage; another followed. The translation best was halting and 
laborious. What else could there expected? dash gram- 
mar was thrown lend trifle color and variety the 
monotony. Several pupils were then sent the blackboard 
write the contents some passages which were corrected the 
end the period. The correction was means thorough. The 
students were not asked ‘‘why and Moreover, not 
few mistakes were left unheeded. departed disappointed and 
dissatisfied. maintained the time and still maintain that the 
foreign classic drama, French, Spanish, German, has 
place our high schools. Not only unprofitable, but is, 
firmly convinced, certain extent detrimental, for the stu- 
dents and must get the feeling that the foreign literary produc- 
tions have merely been placed the curriculum for the purpose 
plaguing and tormenting them. 

What ought done this: from the very beginning short 
easy stories and poems should dramatized and enacted the 
classroom, gradually leading some more difficult ones. And, 
indeed, have seen teacher, who had been observing for year 
the Musterschule Frankfort under the leadership Max 
Walter, doing this kind work marvelously well. What joy, 
what pleasure the students evince this sort work! There 
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life; there interest; there enthusiasm! have experienced 
time and again. 

the fifth and sixth terms one act plays moderate difficulty, 
depicting modern German life, could then selected. The pupils 
will not find them burden, annoyance, almost tempted 
say torture, they William Tell, Maria Stuart, Iphigenia; 
and, because the brevity and contemporaneousness, their interest 
will kept alive and will not flag. 

deem misfortune that the high schools should attempt the 
impossible within limited scope time. They endeavor make 
Spaniards, Frenchmen, Germans, mathematicians, historians and 
what not the pupils within three four years. What the 
result? All that the students acquire, well known, noth- 
ing but smattering, which they soon forget. 

not voicing merely individual opinion, for have asked 
many teachers almost every subject. All concurred with 
view. However, when you argue the point with the powers 
that be, have often done, then the Regents and college entrance 
examinations are held reason for this obnoxious system. 
These, thinking, should not used justification for 
the enormous waste time and energy the children and 
public money. 

But may assume different our colleges. have in- 
vestigated several. regret say they are not whit better. 
certainly thought could obtain information and suggestions 
one our most renowned colleges. Hence visited drama class 
which one the most striking modern plays, pulsating with 
life was being studied under the direction young teacher. 
What was the method procedure here? was quite distinct 
from that pursued the high school, but way superior, 
rather inferior. Several students, whom roles had evidently 
been assigned previously, stood before the class and read (if 
could called reading all) the parts. was evident the 
very outset that they did not understand what they were reading. 
was mechanical, without proper intonation, expression, and void 
feeling. that was added grating and shocking pronuncia- 
tion and mispronunciation. was plainly manifest that the stu- 
dents had had drill, they ever had had any they 
did not show it. was also patent that the teacher did not lay any 
stress this important branch instruction, thus allowing the 
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students relapse into their old habits least resistance. felt 
great sympathy for both ‘‘the poor actors’’ and suffering student 
audience. 

order relieve the monotony the teacher dismissed the 
with the rebuke: ‘‘Das sind schlechte Schau- 
Then himself began read the same parts for the 
purpose indicating the students the way they ought have 
declaimed, and point out them their mistakes. Alas and 
alack, from aesthetic point view was complete fiasco. 
The instructor possessed dramatic talent whatever, never struck 
the right tone, and was unable put himself the emotional mood 
(Gemiitsstimmung) the players. The students had not pro- 
gressed one step. After his recitation they were just where they 
had begun. Then, break the tedium (everyone must have felt 
bored; know, did) the instructor singled out the prepositions 
governing the dative case, which the students shouted concert 
the form cheer. Almost hour precious time had been 
spent. what? was wasted, worse than wasted. believe 
was harmful, for must have instilled disrespect, contempt, and 
perhaps hatred the student for the subject. Whose fault was 
it? course, the teacher’s. was due his training, rather 
lack training. this particular, find that our colleges which 
should serve model are sadly wanting. Very often young 
graduates are placed charge classes without ever having un- 
dergone any pedagogical preparation for that purpose. 

attended another recitation Wallenstein class conducted 
teacher number years experience, which the stu- 
dents were droning away the reading and translation, the pro- 
fessor constantly reiterating: ‘‘Das wird geniigen,’’ thereupon 
entering the mark’’ his mysterious ledger. 

former brilliant teacher mine, criticising one co- 
students, who was preparing himself for the calling teacher, 
observed: ‘‘If physician makes blunder with patient, there 
great harm done, for the person already ill, but you must 
bear mind that you are dealing with healthy, vigorous human 
beings, whom you may maim and—kill 

wondered why the instructors, who had the reputation 
being very able men and fine scholars, did not enter into dis- 
the characters, the plot, the purposes the author, the 
application and comparison with modern conditions. Indubita- 
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bly would have been more profitable than the mournful reading 
heard. fear they lacked the art drawing out the salient 
points intelligent questioning and guiding. believe this defect 
common among too many our teachers. 

seems unfortunate that our colleges lay too great em- 
phasis the scholastic phase and too little the pedagogical. 
How many articles, how many books have you written, how much 
research have you done, being asked when teacher line 
for promotion and not what have you done improve the art 
teaching. result the teachers concentrate their efforts 
writing, lecturing, any kind work but the improvement 
their teaching. Now not mean that the colleges should not 
demand contributions from their teachers the scholastic field, 
but also believe that skill the art teaching should deemed 
importance. 

The question then arises, how should the subject point 
treated college class? pass over the high schools; have 
expressed views regarding them. only wish add that 
entertain grave doubts whether youngsters, aged fifteen 
sixteen, have sufficient mental maturity comprehend intelligently 
and assimilate effectually classic even their own language. 

Prior taking the drama, assuming that the students have 
had the requisite preparation, there should precede concise biog- 
raphy the and condensed history the times, includ- 
ing its culture, for the poet, after all, only the product his 
own age which more less, wittingly unwittingly depicts. 
Then the sources which the poet availed himself should taken 
into consideration. If, for instance, the Prinz von Homburg 
von Kleist studied, imperative for its proper under- 
standing give exposition the Romantic movement Ger- 
many, comparing with that England with which the students 
are very likely familiar, thus forming connecting link between 


believe the most essential ethical elements the poet’s character 
should brought out. the life von Kleist, for example, the fact should 
stressed that when was only sixteen years old during the Rhine campaign 
conflict arose within him between the duties soldier and man, which later 
gave rise his resignation from the army. His undaunted, indomitable cour- 
age rise higher plane and create ever greater masterpieces, not- 
withstanding his adversities and failure obtain recognition, should 
emphasized. The life great poet should placed the service life 
and made model worthy emulation, otherwise useless. 


— 


SOME THOUGHTS TEACHING DRAMA 


the two literatures which find helpful for the purpose 
tion and comprehension; the political situation during the Napo- 
leonie reign, and the influence exercised that particular time 
Prussia Scharnhorst and Stein.? 

Inasmuch the students are large extent mature and in- 
telligent, advisable that the teacher insist that they themselves 
look these matters and present them the class, for his 
duty develop among the students self activity, independent 
thinking, and the habit research. far more important 
and more valuable that the student should trained stand 
his own feet than cram useless facts which will soon forget. 
And has been genuine delight note with what zest 
and vim our students set out tasks which demand self applica- 
tion and self activity. 

can now proceed the sifting characters, pointing out 
those which are historical, legendary, fictitious, created 
the imagination the poet. 

During the study the Prinz von Homburg would have some 
the students make report the Thirty Years War and the part 
played therein Sweden and Brandenburg with the resultant 
consequences; some the lives the Great Elector, Derflinger, 
Prinz von Homburg, Kotwitz, and others might report Branden- 
burg with special refgrence Fehrbelin the time our play 
taking place.* goes without saying that there should map 
the disposal the students. They should then requested 
read the play well they can, order get some idea 
asa whole. Thereupon the teacher should relate the play briefly 
and concisely, preferably acts. also find extremely useful 
and stimulating give wherever possible analysis the struc- 
ture advance pave the way for better understanding 
and easier grasp the whole. 

2In his Hermannsschlacht Kleist called upon the Germans rid their 
country the scourge the foulest means, necessary. But 
when saw what Scharnhorst and von Stein had achieved their reforms, 
recognized that the redemption Germany could only brought about 
the fulfilment, duty and obedience law, which caused him produce his 
swan song, the Prinz von Homburg, embodied these principles. 

consequence that the students know where Fehrbelin located, 
but important, seems me, that the students learn know the mo- 
mentous and tremendous development Brandenburg, the cornerstone the 


German empire, within the period 250 years. This can best done, 
believe, comparing the Brandenburg 1675 with that to-day. 
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The teacher now reads with expression scene scenes. 
true, not everybody possesses dramatic ability. For that reason, 
believe, one should teach anything that involves dramatic 
expression, unless has some ability has been specially trained 
for it. not, would far better omit the reading alto- 
gether, because the play ought enacted that illusion 
created which the students are made feel that the characters, 
are alive. can deferred later period, when someone can 
engaged give reading that will attract and benefit the 
students. the opinion that each department several 
related departments combined should have dramatic instructor 
one whose duties would train the students dramatic 
expression, and read with them the plays which they are studying 
their respective classes. 

The teacher should elicit the contents concise, thoughtful 
questions and answers. say thoughtful advisedly, for in- 
credible and incomprehensible what inane questions are oftentimes 
asked. The discussion should then clinched resumé, 
written the blackboard first the best students, narrative 
(story and letter) and dialogue form. 

frequently adds the interest and enthusiasm the class 
when the students themselves, after preparation course, ask 
questions one another. fine practice, for know how 
difficult even ask question own language. 

The work should corrected the students under the guidance 
the instructor and then entered into notebook. this wise 
the students exercise their oral, aural and visual faculties. the 
subsequent session the students can then expected enact the 
dialogue before the class. They should told prepare 
home not cause any delay the classroom. this man- 
ner they will acquire fluency speech which has not merely 
practical but also aesthetic value. should noted that while 
some students are engaged acting others can kept busy 
the blackboard. When the play has thus been handled step 
step, slowly but thoroughly have reached stage when can 
enter upon the characterization the principal personages from 
human, and what chief importance, from ethical point 
view. 

is, mind, unfortunate that our instruction often 
neglect the moral aspect; fail lay sufficient stress upon the 


I 


SOME THOUGHTS TEACHING DRAMA 


development character and upon the cultivation the emotions. 
All our efforts are directed towards the training the intellect 
and memory the detriment what designate common 
parlance—the heart. significant and, say the least, dis- 
couraging, that dean great university not very long ago 
commencement exercises lengthy address endeavored 
bring home the students the great value college education 
figuring out dollars and cents the compensations ele- 
mentary, high school and college graduate, comparing them with 
each other and demonstrating that the latter would assure the 
largest income, and that was, therefore, well worth while from 
financial point view, spend few extra years college, 
aside from obtaining the honor handle one’s name. Not 
once during the entire discourse did dwell the spiritual side, 
wit, that should make our business acquire knowledge 
for its own sake, that should become better and finer beings, 
that should helped become more humane, more honorable, 
more considerate towards others, more honest, and more truthful 
with ourselves and our fellow creatures, word, that the aim 
our education should tend idealism and not, often does 
crass materialism. 

The drama, above all, excellent medium emphasize the 
moral element life. the Prinz von Homburg, for example, 
have occasion bring out the ethical par excellence. The 
prince has perish not because his offence per something 
criminal, but simply because has failed submit authority, 
because has not obeyed the law laid down authority. And 
state and society can only exist when each individual subordinates 
his own interests them. for one would not only put the drama 
upon ethical basis, but every other discipline taught wherever 
possible and feasible. 

order bring out the striking characteristics the heroes 
play consider absolutely necessary compare them with 
those other dramas, the Prinz von Homburg with Max Wal- 
lenstein, Natalie with Thekla, and the great Elector with Wal- 
lenstein himself. Whenever the same subject has been dramatized 
different foreign authors, also compare the various plays. 
And here fruitful field offers itself for correlation departments 
and cooperation with each other. Die Familie Schroffenstein 
von Kleist lends itself comparison with Romeo and Juliet; 
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Das Goldene Vliess with that Richard Glover and Racine; Die 
Jüdin Grillparzer with Judia Lope Vega; Der Traum 
ein Leben the same author with Cervantes’ vida 

the end the students should directed cull out maxims, 
idiomatic expressions, and the finest passages which should 
learned heart. round the whole work the linguistic 
peculiarities the author should gone into and the uncommon 
words and expressions explained philologically. And there 
sufficient amount time left, the students ought made 
write down from memory the play and novel form. 

know, will contended that the treatment the drama, 
the way have outlined, slow process. admit that. However, 
our motto should be: Non multa sed multum. what value 
jects slipshod fashion. would rather have the students, 
for that matter myself, know one thing fond, than have super- 
fieial knowledge hundred things. have met students from 
different colleges who eomplained time and again that all 
they reading and translating Latin, German, French, and 
Spanish. And instead considering the study foreign litera- 
ture pleasure and privilege they regard painful operation 
which must undergone. 

teachers must learn humanize every subject teach, 
even foreign literature. And students must read and know 
more than one play, then answer: let them read the rest 
English translations. believe should encourage rather than 
discourage the reading English. Moreover, not absolutely 
necessary study the complete play; would serve the purpose, 
believe, only the most important parts were taken up. 

wish offer suggestion respecting the selec- 
tion plays. for part should reverse the time honored 
custom beginning with the classics. should commence with 
the modern drama, particularly with that which deals with socio- 
logical, economic, political, and religious problems. Experience 
has taught that our students are vitally interested the burn- 
ing questions the day, and very little kings, princes, murders 
and murderers. They, the common man the street, would 
rather see their equals portrayed than dead kings and mythical 
figures. Having thus gratified, were, their modern taste, 
ought not difficult task enlist their interest behalf 
the classics. 


— 
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offering the foregoing not spirit criticism, but 
all humbleness mere suggestions, sequel experience and 
observation. believe there are many splendid teachers, who are 
doing excellent work this domain and are hiding their lights 
under bushel. was, perhaps, luck not have had the 
opportunity observing them instruct their classes. And this 
article will accomplish nothing but elicit their valuable views 
this significant subject, shall consider myself amply compensated. 


COLLEGE THE CiTy NEw 


Memoriam 


With the death Mr. George Lenz, head the German De- 
partment Stuyvesant High School, New York, the GERMAN 
QUARTERLY lost its first business manager. Mr. Lenz brought 
the new undertaking the enthusiasm and skill which were needed 
perfect the necessary business arrangements. His associates and 
colleagues will preserve grateful memory their ever willing 
and helpful co-worker. 
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William Diamond and Uhlendorf. Mitten Leben, edited 
with Introductions, Notes, and Vocabulary, 339 pages (173 
pages text). Henry Holt and Co., 1928. 

The editors have made available for use intermediate classes, 
fifteen selections from modern German literature such authors 
Timm Kröger, Jakob Boßhardt, Hermann Bahr, Karl Schönherr, 
and others. The stories are each approximately ten pages 
length, and each preceded brief biographical sketch the 
author’s life and few general statements concerning the essential 
character his works. Stories universal human appeal and 
genuine literary merit were sought the editors making 
their collection. 

The book should prove very welcome and valuable. 
the reviewer’s opinion the editors have succeeded remarkably well 
their effort enlarge the small stock material which really 
suitable for intermediate students. are stories and sketches 
some which are equal literary value the best nineteenth 
century short-stories that have been edited and re-edited again 
and again during the past twenty more years, until the American 
college student has begun believe that 
and als die Kirche” are not 
only the most outstanding pieces German literature, but the 
only ones which are for him read. least two the 
above-named texts are quite frequently termed 
students who regard their reading material with critical eye. 

The teacher intermediate classes who has tired one 
another the old stand-bys will very anxious give this text 
atrial. Our intermediate students now read several hundred pages 
course one semester; would hence means giving 
them unbalanced diet part this reading were selected from 
contemporary writings. 

The text well adapted class use and use collateral 
reading. The scenes simple German rural life, particularly, 
should have decided appeal. The selections convey good deal 
very wholesome flavor without being puerile and are 
sufficient length transmit clear picture. They not suffer 
from the too great brevity the selections the All 
all, the book makes very favorable impression and should 
enjoy considerable success. 

set exercises, composed and sentences for 
translation, which appear really translatable into German, 
accompanies the texts. The vocabulary seems have been very 
carefully worked out and extensive that the notes are rather 
brief, very commendable feature. 

114, (erhob er) and 168, (erklärte). 

UNIVERSITY CHICAGO, KURATH 

JUNIOR COLLEGE 
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Wells College. New York: Crofts Co. 
1928. $1.25. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fleissner have had excellent pedagogical object 
mind producing the Deutsches Literatur-Lesebuch; namely, 
present pupils, while learning language, facts which are neces- 
sary peculiarly valuable students that language and culture. 
still have elementary books which offer such sentences as, Who 
put the pinks the mattress?” or, “‘Where the grandniece 
great aunt’s grandmother?,” but they are decreasing number, 
while books for the first few years modern language instruction 
are showing such healthy symptoms common sense and good 
pedagogy the present volume. The easiest task for the reviewer 
pick out small matters omission commission, rather than 
write the more general review that gives the would-be might-be 
user the book idea its real value and usefulness. 

the Literatur-Lesebuch have semi-elementary book, 
adapted the uses those pupils the second the fourth 
semesters college, the second third year secondary 
schools, who are interested the German language, not simply 
tool for technical work means for satisfying 
and but who desire delve into the treasures 
German literature. wasted the mere seeker for credits 
for scientific tool, unless, indeed, satisfies the hopes the joint 
authors that even such may stimulated deeper interest and 
wider reading. 

Authors and publishers have combined make remarkably 
simple and compact book, with 177 pages large, clear print and 
text, the unusually reasonable price $1.25. The language 
simplified the utmost, and the Fleissners have done all that could 
expected brief space, and uniformly simple language, 
include the high spots German literature, and carry begin- 
ner from the earliest times down about 1910. 

the main, the choice works emphasized, and the stories and 
poems chosen for retelling, are excellent; thus, have outline 
stories the great Middle-High German Epics; thus, for Lessing, 
have from Nathan the story the Three Rings, especially good, 
as, the hands good teacher, this could easily lead brief 
but useful epitome Lessing’s philosophy and ideas, and his 
great services later times. 

The notes are few, and the page itself, both which points 
seem commendable. The vocabulary, too, useful and encour- 
aging pupil this stage. alphabetical index would make 
the book additionally useful for the inexperienced beginner. The 
manner jumping from the Thirty Years’ War and the Rococo 
period the young Goethe may cause some confusion; as, also, the 
use the double terms, Frederick and Frederick The Great 
(pp. f.). Many useful idioms the book are repeated often 
enough aid materially acquiring command the language. 
The misprints and the omissions from the vocabulary are surpris- 
ingly few and unimportant. long one the aims the book 
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teach German, and the authors give, their own words, 
very free and simple epitome the stories and incidents chosen, 
should substitute, for example, Geschenke for such word 
Präsente, 82, even though the vocabulary gives its 
equivalent. Whether the book will meet the needs the teacher 
who trying induct his students into knowledge and love 
German literature early stage, whether falls between 
two stools, being too elementary for real history literature, 
and too advanced for elementary classes, will have tried out 
the classroom. With the obvious open-mindedness the 
authors, the book due readapted the need seems arise. 
ANNINA PERIAM DANTON 
HUNTER COLLEGE 


Schnitzler, Arthur. Der griine Kakadu, Literatur, die letzten Masken, 
edited with Introduction, Notes and Vocabulary 
ScHINNERER. xiv, 169 pages (110 pages text) Knopf, 1928. 
increasingly large number students intermediate and 

advanced classes are asking for reading material authors whose 

names are familiar them through reviews and translations. 

this connection Schnitzler perhaps more often mentioned 
than any other, and well that now have school edition 
containing three representative one-act plays which have brought 
him fame dramatist. 

Even people who not have very exalted opinion Schnitzler 
will agree that “der grüne Kakadu” excellent play. will 
means easy for the students understand this piece 
completely account its intricate plot, but those who want 
read Schnitzler will doubt put forth great effort, and the 
case this play their efforts will rewarded. 

“Literatur” will also have strong appeal many students 
because its ‘‘snappy”’ dialogue and because all through borders 
the risqué. very clever bit dialogue, and nothing 
not modern. 

The last the three plays, Die letzten reveals the 
observing physician Schnitzler. not the equal technique 
the other two and will cause great flutter. 

may well have these plays available round out the 
student’s impressions German literature with touch the “lat- 
somewhat dazzling effects. Where only limited amount 
reading can done the course, however, should not recommend 
that much time devoted very recent literature, especially 
when contributes little nothing understanding the 
German mind. But course where large amount and large 
variety German literature can adequately treated, 
collateral reading. 

The vocabulary and notes appear quite adequate for the 
purpose which they intend serve. WILLIAM KURATH 


UNIVERSITY CHICAGO, 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


THE QUARTERLY indebted Professor John Hess the 
University, Athens, for the following encouraging information 
regarding the teaching German the high schools Ohio. 
The material was obtained through brief questionnaire sent 
Professor Hess the high-school principals the state. 


least eighteen cities Ohio, German now being taught 
the high school. This fact was obtained through questionnaire 
sent out the German Department Ohio University, Athens, 
Ohio, with the co-operation the Bureau Appointments, the 
superintendents schools 141 city and exempted village dis- 
tricts. Other types high schools, such parochial high schools 
and those county districts, were not considered. Replies were 
received from all large cities and from all but small towns. 
was further revealed that seven cities are teaching German this 
year for the first time since the World War and that there grand 
total 4,512 pupils enrolled high-school German. Fifteen ad- 
ditional cities are considering the introduction German next 
year, the near future. only one case was German reported 
tried and then dropped because ‘‘failed 

The following comments superintendents considering the rein- 
statement German are typical: ‘‘I believe that German will 
again find place our list high-school ‘‘German 
will eventually come back into our ‘‘We will offer 
German whenever there sufficient demand.’’ ‘‘We will offer 
German soon think the publie will not object.’’ 

German high-school subject has enjoyed healthy and 
encouraging growth the last three years. the spring 1925 
but one junior and four regular high schools were teaching German 
Ohio, with only 351 pupils enrolled that present 
the Cleveland and East Cleveland high schools alone have over 2,100 
pupils taking German. 

Carleton Wheeler, Enrollment the Foreign Languages Secondary 
Schools and Colleges the United States (The Macmillan Co., 1928), 54. 
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The accompanying table shows detail the distribution 
pupils the Ohio cities where German now being taught, the 
present and the ultimate length the course. Starred cities (*) 
taught German for the first time the fall 1928. Mansfield 
resumed German January, 1928. 


Regular High School 
Yrs. Yrs. No. Total 


Columbus.........| 74| |(3rd-4th) 149 

East Cleveland..... 300 

18. Youngstown....... Estimated 250 
4,512 


New DEUTSCHEs HAUS OPENED UNIVERSITY 


five-story building, situated 423 West 117th Street, half- 
way between the Casa Italiana and the Maison Frangaise, will 
opened officially President Butler Deutsches Haus Janu- 
ary 29th, the presence select group members and guests 
the University. His Excellency Baron von Prittwitz, German 
Ambassador, and Baroness von Prittwitz, will present and re- 
ception will held their honor. 

The house was purchased the Trustees the suggestion 
President Butler and given over the Department Germanic 
Languages for administration American center for the study 
German culture and another link the chain university 
institutes established the interest international understanding 


| | | | | 


NOTES AND NEWS 


and good will. Professor Frederick Heuser has been ap- 
pointed its Director. 

The building will contain information bureau, where Ger- 
man-speaking scholars, students, state officials, industrialists and 
parliamentarians may secure introductions and contacts with Amer- 
ican official and university circles, and where conversely similar 
service will rendered for Americans desiring information about 
the German-speaking countries. 

There will also housed there permanent exhibit the most 
recent German publications the field science, art, literature 
and technology well large reference library about 5,000 
volumes dealing with the culture and civilization post-war 
Germany and Austria. The most important German, Austrian 
and Swiss dailies will kept file. Occasionally small exhibits 
German paintings etchings may arranged. 

furnished apartment will provide rooms for visiting pro- 
fessor who, hoped, will attached for least one semester 
each year the steadily growing German department. few 
rooms will assigned advanced students. 

The funds for alterations, equipment and maintenance have been 
contributed American friends the German House, part 
through the personal interest Mr. Ferdinand Lafrentz, Chair- 
man the Board the American Surety Company and President 
the Germanistie Society America. number beautiful 
etchings have been presented the German Academy Munich 
and handsome large photographs German the 
German Railroad Information Office New York. The venerable 
city Rothenburg der Tauber sending special gift. 

The building undergoing extensive alterations. The interior 
decorating refined modern style under the supervision 
German architect the well-known New York firm Contempora, 
Mr. Carl Wetzel, who generously gives his time and expert advice. 


* * + 


Tue German Christmas Play given the German Club 
Vassar College has become annual event looked forward and 
enjoyed the whole community. given the college chapel 
and presented the traditional German manner. aisle the 
dark church comes the chorus peasants, singing Christmas choral, 
and each one carrying lighted candle. The actors form the end 
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the procession and all group themselves the chancel, the 
candles supplying the lighting and the chorus the background 
the play. Each scene announced the “Sprecher” before the 
actors step forward and play it. Thus see the Annunciation, 
the humble pair turned from the inn, the child the stable, the 
coming the shepherds and the three kings, even Herod issuing 
his wicked decree and borne away hell three little red devils 
punishment. The whole was acted with great simplicity and 
sincerity; the charming simple verses spoken clearly and devoutly, 
that all who understood any German could follow. The whole 
impression was one reverence and beauty, fitting introduction 
the Christmas season. 

The play used was deutsches Weinachtspiel” von Otto 
von Falkenburg, which selection and arrangement parts 
number medieval Christmas folk-plays. 


* * * 


new member the Department German Vassar 
Miss Magdalena Schindelin, who took her doctorate the Uni- 
versity Bonn 1924 and taught last year Hunter College 


New York. 


The Fall Meeting the Hudson Valley Chapter was held 
Union College, Schenectady, Oct. 26th, Over one half 
the members were present. 

After brief business session, Dr. Geismar Union addressed 
the Chapter German the Deutscher Verein. Mr. Mueller 
Albany and others spoke briefly the same topic. 

Among other matters discussed was that “professional 
required prospective teachers. Those present agreed 
that much time possible should devoted the mastery 
the subject taught, that for teachers German wide acquaint- 
ance with other fields learning desirable furnish needed 
background, and that required should 
kept minimum although suggestions relative such special 
training are quite order. 

PETTENGILL, Secretary. 
* * * 


Miss the Ravena high school spent the summer 
study and travel Germany. 


NOTES AND NEWS 


GERMAN being taught the Albany junior high school. The 
registration large. Two teachers are devoting their entire time 
teaching German the Albany senior high school. The German 
society the senior high school the oldest society the high 
school and has been conducted continuously since its founding 
1882. 


* * * 


Fripay, November the annual fall meeting the western 
New York Chapter the took place Hutchinson- 
Central High School, Buffalo. Most encouraging was pro- 
nounced increase the attendance. After the reports the of- 
ficers, the program was taken up. Mr. Luebben welcomed the 
teachers German and called their attention the Toronto 
meeting December and hoped that large delegation from the 
Western New York Chapter would present. 

The first the speakers was Dr. Paul Pope Cornell Uni- 
versity, who chose his subject The First Year Course German. 
stressed the importance arousing the students’ enthusiasm and 
confidence the beginning showing the similarities between 
German and English. majority the people studying German 
Cornell University are the beginners’ courses, said. The 
college required what should have been attended high 
school. Next came The Place German the Curriculum, 
symposium, which three speakers contributed. Dr. Theodore 
Hewitt the University Buffalo spoke for the colleges, re- 
marking that the most work German the University Buffalo 
was being done the beginning classes. Miss Rachel Marks, 
Technical High School, spoke for the high schools the cultural 
and disciplinary values German, its aid preparing students 
for citizenship, and the importance learning order 
achieve world peace. Mr. Thurston Davies, Headmaster the 
Nichols School, spoke for the private schools the practical value 
German. Boys scientific courses college must have German. 
Many boys, said, can appealed the logical qualities 
German. Orderly minds that like job well done are attracted 
it. Finally, Dr. Peter Hagboldt the University Chicago, who 
could not present person, sent paper Essential Grammar 
the Elementary Course. believes that the aim the two-year 
course should the ability interpret the printed page, and that 
most grammatical points should become only part the passive 
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knowledge the student. Little time should spent them. 
Verb formation, however, must very carefully studied. the 
next meeting the Western New York Chapter plan have 
Dr. Hagboldt with us, and will then discuss his theories more 
detail. 

especial interest was the report Dr. Hewitt, chairman 
the committee for the advancement the teaching German 
and about Buffalo. questionnaire had been sent fourteen towns 
near Buffalo. The replies were not discouraging although few 
more than half are not now teaching German. Several the 
high schools have just lately resumed German classes, and their 
replies sounded enthusiastic. longer and more detailed ques- 
tionnaire, which being sent out December, will doubtless reveal 
interesting information when answered. The president asked that 
every member assist the committee its efforts extend the 
teaching German western New York. 

The following are the officers the Western New York Chapter: 
Presideni—John Luebben, Fosdick-Masten High School, Buffalo, 

First Vice-Presideni—Ewald Eiserhardt, University Rochester, 

Rochester, 

Second Vice-President—Miss Mary Nelson, Senior High School, 

Jamestown, 

Third Vice-President—Rev. Bernard Cohausz, Canisius High 

School, Buffalo, 

Secretary—Miss Emilie Mayer, Bennett High School, Buffalo, 
Treasurer—Miss Augusta Schultz, Technical High School, Buffalo, 

Director—Theodore Hewitt, University Buffalo, Buffalo, 


PARK AVENUE 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


Beginning Books German 


ELEMENTARY GERMAN LESSONS 


Bierwirth 


new book the plan the well-known Beginning 
German, but that even more compact. the 
purpose introduce the student quickly 
possible the reading German, the fundamentals 
are presented directly and clearly twenty-five 
lessons. The author’s Words Frequent Occurrence 
Ordinary German, which has been out print for 
some included the Elementary Lessons, 
and also available separate pamphlet. 


GERMAN FOR BEGINNERS 
Paul Pope 


The acquirement reading knowledge skilfully 
combined with the development Sprachgefiihl. 
The grammar clearly presented the inductive 
method, the examples being drawn from simple 
reading texts. These texts are stimulating and 
entertaining; selections dealing with interesting 
facts about Germany alternate with stories and 
anecdotes. The vocabulary based mainly 
thatlof the word list the Chicago Association 
Modern Language Teachers. 


HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY 


Incorporated 


New City 
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Germany 
While Teaching German! 


ScHooL and teachers modern 
languages have found our colored and rotogra- 
vure posters Picturesque Germany valuable create 
added interest their German classes. 


are prepared extend our cooperation educa- 
tional institutions offering German language courses. 
Upon requests from principals heads German 
departments, will furnish such posters free 
charge. 


Your correspondence also invited regarding our 
artistically illustrated travel booklets, containing 
wealth geographical and historical information. 


course, the best way know Germany 
and learn German 


VISIT GERMANY! 


help you enjoy visit Picturesque Germany, will 
gladly gratis, illustrated booklets and 
points interest, transportation, fares, spas, hotels, etc. 


GERMAN TOURIST INFORMATION OFFICE 
665 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
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MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE 
Summer School 


COURSES GERMAN 
Third Session 
1929 


Professor Vassar College 


SIX WEEKS 


constant hearing, speaking and 
reading German 


GERMAN HOUSE 


For teachers German and for men and women who 
need German tool for advanced work other subjects. 


For circulars write the Secretary 


MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE SUMMER SCHOOL 


SOUTH HADLEY MASSACHUSETTS 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


THE GERMANIC REVIEW 


ISSUED QUARTERLY 
THE DEPARTMENT GERMANIC LANGUAGES 


Published Columbia University Press 
Columbia University, New York City 


The only periodical America devoted exclusively researches 
Germanic languages and literatures 


Many prominent scholars are contributors 
EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
Subscription rates $4.00 per year 
Advertising rates application. Sample copy request 
Address all business communications 
OTTO SCHINNERER, Business Manager 


The Germanic Review 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, NEW YORK 
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Der Tag der Perpetua, Der Geiger, 


Der Besuch 


von 


ERNST ZAHN 


Edited ALBERT Aron, Professor 
German and Head Department, 
University Illinois 
12mo. Cloth. 156 pages. 31.50 
the successor Gottfried Keller, Conrad 

Meyer, Carl Spitteler, and Joseph Widmann, 
Ernst Zahn stands out the most famous Swiss 
authors now writing German. this volume 
are contained three stories from Die schönsten 
Erzählungen von Ernst Zahn, recently published 
Germany the occasion the author’s sixtieth 
birthday. They give sympathetic account 
the life the sturdy Swiss mountain folk and re- 
mind the reader the important röle which Swiss 
writers have played German literature. 
simple, lucid prose, they are full deep human 
interest. The simplicity and clearness Zahn’s 
style have permitted great economy the edito- 
rial apparatus. 


Examination copies will supplied upon request 


Alfred Knopf 130 Fifth Avenue 
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UNTER DEUTSCHER FLAGGE MIT DEN BELIEBTEN HAPAG-DAMPFERN 


NEW YORK DEUTSCHLAND HAMBURG 
RESOLUTE ALBERT BALLIN RELIANCE 
THURINGIA CLEVELAND WESTPHALIA 


Regelmässiger Dienst zwischen 


NEW YORK und HAMBURG 


nach Ihren Mitteln bietet Ihnen die Reise jeder 
Klasse den Genuss einer idealen Uberfahrt. Alle 
Klassen wetteifern die Gunst und Zufriedenheit 
unserer Passagiere. 

Programmässige Touren Deutschland und anderen 
Ländern Europas unter der Leitung des berühmten 
Hapag-Reisebüros. 


Weltberühmte Hapag-Küche und Bedienung. 


HAPAG GELDÜBERWEISUNGEN 
SCHNELL, BILLIG UND SICHER 


Auskünfte bei Lokal-Agenten oder 
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HAMBURG-AMERIKA LINIE 


BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 


ZUM 
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Going 


... then let your holiday begin 
LLOYD LINER.... 
ENGLAND, 
FRANCE GERMANY 


BREMEN 


and The EUROPA 


NEW giant twin fliers the North 
German Lloyd. Five days Channel 
ports Six days Germany. 


The Bremen and Europa will supplement 
the Columbus fast weekly express 
service Europe. 

The luxe liner, Berlin, and the cele- 
brated cabin quartet, Dresden, Muen- 
chen, Stuttgart and Karlsruhe, will make 
frequent sailings England, Ireland, 
France, Germany. 


LLOYD GERMAN 


Broadway, New York City, your local agent 


Deutsche Echo” 
The Monthly for your German Classes 
Subscription price $1.00 per year 


Enter our prize contest 


For Students: For Teachers: 
$100.00 purse and other prizes trip Germany 


Particulars through the publishers 


WESTERMANN INC. 


West 46th St., New York City 
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